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Scientific American 1995
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“Theism Is the belief that there is a
God who Is a personal,
transcendent Creator of the
universe--and of us.”

Christianity: God invites us to enjoy a
knowledge of and relationship with Him through
His Son, Christ Jesus. The highest purpose in
life is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

http://www.origins.org/articles/bohlin_bigquestion.html
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Evi%ence for the Existence of a 4
| Personal God

e 1. The universe had a beginning
“._« 2. The universe is designed for life

e 3. The mind Is not reducible to matter

o 4. A transcendent morality exists



il

Evi%ence for the Existence of a“
My Personal God

1. The universe had a beginning
““_+ 2. The universe is designed for life

e 3. The mind iIs not reducible to matter

o 4. A transcendent morality exists
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Nature, 1931

Predicted “Hubble’s law” of
universal expansion, 1927, two
years before Hubble suggested
the same law, based on
astronomical data

Georges Lemaitre, 1894-1966

Belgian Priest
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“Augustine's (354-430 AD)
Christian philosophy has as one
of its cornerstones the thesis
that God freely created the world
from nothing. Creation from
nothing entails that time too is a
[creation], which came into being
with other things created. Thus
the notion of events before the
beginning of time becomes
meaningless.”

http://www.answers.com/topic/st-augustine-s-uk-parliament-
constituency
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“The details differ, but the essential elements in the astronomical
and biblical accounts of Genesis are the same...

This is an exceedingly strange development, unexpected by all
the the theologians. They have always believed the word of
the Bible. But we scientists did not expect to find evidence for
an abrupt beginning because we have had, until recently,
such extraordinary success in tracing the chain of cause and
effect backward in time...

At this moment it seems as though science will never be able to
raise the curtain on the mystery of creation. For the scientist
who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story
ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of
ignorance; he is about to conguer the highest peak; as he
pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of
theologians who have been sitting there for centuries.”

Robert Jastrow, NASA physicist



Evidence for the Existence of a
Personal God

1. The universe had a beginning
e 2. The universe is designed for life
e 3. The Mind is not reducible to matter

o 4. Atranscendent morality exists



The Cosmos IS
Designed for Life

1. Fine-Tuning of Physical Laws

2. Information Content of the
Universe

3. Origin of Life



1. Fine-Tuning of Physical Laws

'~~inh 40:38

“Lift your eyes and look to the heavens:
Who created all these? ”

Isaiah 40:38



Charles Townes, Nobel Laureate wrote:

“For the approximately one hundred different chemical
elements we have on earth to be here, in particular for
the important elements carbon and oxygen to exist,
the electrical and nuclear forces must be just right and
balanced. Fred Hoyle, who discovered how carbon
and oxygen could be formed by nuclear processes
within stars, was much impressed. Although he was
something of a religious skeptic, Hoyle wrote in the
Caltech alumni journal:

“Some super-calculating intellect must
have designed the properties of the
carbon atom... A common sense
Interpretation of the facts suggests that
some super-intellect has monkeyed with
the physics... the facts seem to me so

overwhelming as to put this conclusion
almost beyond question.” Fred Hoyle



1. The Four Forces
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1.“Fine Tuning”

1. Strong nuclear force constant
If larger, no hydrogen,;
If smaller, no elements other than hydrogen
2. Weak nuclear force constant
If larger, too much hydrogen converted to helium in big bang
If smaller, too little helium produced from big bang;
3. Gravitational force constant
If larger, stars would be too hot and burn quickly
If smaller, stars would be too cool and not ignite
4. Electromagnetic force constant
If larger, insufficient chemical bonding
If smaller, insufficient chemical bonding

from Hugh Ross, “Big Bang Model Refined by Fire”,
Barrow and Tipler, “The Anthropic Cosmological Principle”



“The Biggest Fix in the Universe”

“The value of the dark energy mass density
measured by astronomers is some 120
powers of ten less than the “natural value”
obtained by applying quantum theory... A
mechanism that cancels to one part in 120
powers of ten (1 out of 101%%) and then fails to
cancel after that Is .... an extraordinary
coincidence that ... just happened to be what
IS needed to bring about a universe fit for
life... That level of flukiness is too much to

swallow. Paul Davies, Cosmic Jackpot (2007)
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Isalah 45:18-19



2. Information Content of the Universe

http://www.nytimes.com/
2008/01/15/science/15br
ain.html
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“The probability of the information content of the universe
arising by chance is “one part out of ten to the power of ten
to the power of 123. (1 out of 1% e ) This is an
extraordinary figure. One could not possibly even write the
number down .... it would be one followed by ten to the
power of 123 successive zeros! (That is a million billion
billion billion billion billion billion billion billion billion billion
billion billion billion zeros.) ... Even if we were to write a
Zero on each separate proton ... in the entire universe -- --
we should fall far short of writing down the figure needed.

Roger Penrose, Rouse Ball Professor of Mathematics at the U of Oxford
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Consider the sequence: 3 14159 26535 89793
23846 26433 83279 50288 41971 69399
37510... [a million digits]

This seems to have a lot of information, until we
realize that it's just the numerals for the
number "pi."

Could the information in the universe be just the
outworking of a simple hidden pattern, like
the digits of pi?



Suppose | were to take the first one million digits of
pi, and make a 1,000 x 1,000 array by writing the
digits row by row. Then, | convert each of the 10
digits (O to 9) into a different color, using a code,
like 1=red, 2= blue, etc. Now, would the
resulting image look something like this:

No! There just is no reason to think
that a simple number like "pi" would
code for an image of a person.
Similarly, there is no reason to think
that of necessity, an impersonal

universe would spawn intelligent

life.
Adapted from Paul Johnson, The Cosmic Jackpot
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“A single consciousness, a universal wisdom,
pervades the universe. ..... Every particle,
every being, from atom to human, appears to
represent a level of information, of wisdom.
The puzzle ... is from where does this
Information arise? There is no hint of it in the
laws of nature that govern the interactions

among the basic

particles that comprise all

matter. It jJust appears as a given, with no

causal agent evic
facet of nature.”

ent, as If It IS an Intrinsic

Gerald Schroeder, The Hidden Face of God



3. Origin of Life

Suppose we grant that life, once it
exists, can evolve by natural
selection. But how did life itself, with
this abllity to evolve by natural
selection, come about?
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Making a Minimal Set of Proteins
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“The notion that not only the biopolymer but
the operating program of a living cell could
be arrived at by chance in a primordial
organic soup here on the Earth is evidently

nonsense of a high order.” .
Sir Fred

Hoyle
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http://abcnews.go.com
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http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/12/09/210618.php
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. Can science answer all questions that humans can
ask?

. Do you think that science is inconsistent with
religion?

. What kinds of questions about life might we look to
answer through a religion such as Christianity?



