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“Theism Is the belief that there is a
God who Is a personal,
transcendent Creator of the
universe--and of us.”

Christianity: God invites us to enjoy a
knowledge of and relationship with Him through
His Son, Christ Jesus. The highest purpose in
life is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

http://www.origins.org/articles/bohlin_bigquestion.html
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Evi%ence for the Existence of a 4
| Personal God

e 1. The universe had a beginning
“._« 2. The universe is designed for life

e 3. The mind Is not reducible to matter

o 4. A transcendent morality exists
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Charles Townes, Nobel Laureate wrote:

“for the important elements carbon and oxygen to exist,
the electrical and nuclear forces must be just right and
balanced. Fred Hoyle, who discovered how carbon
and oxygen could be formed by nuclear processes
within stars, was much impressed. Although he was
something of a religious skeptic, Hoyle wrote in the
Caltech alumni journal:

“Some super-calculating intellect must
have designed the properties of the
carbon atom... A common sense
Interpretation of the facts suggests that
some super-intellect has monkeyed with
the physics... the facts seem to me so
overwhelming as to put this conclusion
almost beyond question.”

Fred Hoyle
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Evidence for the Existence of God

1. The universe had a beginning
e 2. The universe is designed for
. life

e 3. Man is not reducible to matter

e 4. A transcendent morality
exists
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Francis Crick, co-discoverer of structure of DNA

Marvin Minsky, ca. 1955



Three Indications that the Mind of Man is not
Reducible to Matter and the Laws of Physics
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1. The Turing Test

Turing [in the 1950’s] predicted that
by the year 2000, machines with
10° bits (about 119.2 MiB) of
memory would be built and would
be able to fool 30% of human
judges during a 5-minute test;
thus passing the “Turing test. “

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Turing




In the 1960’s Arthur C. Clarke
penned a scenario in which by
2001, a computer (“Hal”) would
possess cognitive genius well in
excess of that of humans.

Arthur C. Clarke



Japanese supercomputer breaks the
petaflop barrier: a quadrillion (10 1)
floating point operations/sec!!!

http://www.engadget.com/2006/07/31/japanese-supercomputer-breaks-

the-petaflop-barrier/
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http://science.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=08/02/23/2024256 &from=rss




Computers do not need to be electronic.
Even purely mechanical devices can compute

[Babbage’s “analytical engine” was also intended to employ
...seqguential control, branching, and looping, and would have
been the first mechanical device to be Turing-complete.

Could a machine made of gears and levers, no matter how large
or complex, have a mind?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Babbage



1. The Human Mind Grasps
“Universals” - Computers Do Not
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3X2 — 2X3

Humans easily realize that this applies to all integers. Kurt Godel
Even the concepts of “3”, “2,” and “xX” elude computers, so they
do not understand why 3x2 = 2x3. Computers do not “do” math.
Computers switch transistors in a way that humans interpret as
math.

Stephen Barr, Modern Science and Ancient Faith



2.The puzzle of consciousness
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Review of “Being No One. The Self-Model
Theory of Subjectivity” by Thomas Metzinger.
Reviewed in Science, 3 Oct., 2003
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How is it that neural circuitry, or any other kind
of circuitry produces the sensation of color?
How could | even in principle know whether
other animals, or even other humans,
experience red and blue as | do, and not as an
iInverted color scale, with red being perceived as
blue, and vice versa, and all other colors
similarly inverted? For a person with an
iInverted spectrum would have learned to call
what | experience as “red” as “blue” for him.

from philosopher David Chalmers



“the physics of light and study of the visible
spectrum tells us everything about light except
what we see.”

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
1749-1832



"Qualia” .. can be defined as qualities
or sensations, like redness or pain, as
considered independently of their
effects on behavior and from whatever
physical circumstances give rise to
them.









Consciousness: The “explanatory gap”

“.... everything in physical theory is compatible with
the absence of consciousness. ...[s0] we will take
experience itself as a fundamental feature of the
world, alongside mass, charge, and space-time.”

Philosopher David Chalmers:
http://consc.net/papers/facing.html



Evidence for the Existence of God

e 1. The universe had a beginning

e 2. The universe is designed for
life

e 3. Man is not reducible to matter

e 4. A transcendent morality
exists



Romans 2:15
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from Carl Sagan, Parade Magazine, 1993
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Ernst Mayr
What Evolution Is
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Mayr and Wallace were strong believers in the power of natural
selection. Why did he feel it couldn’t explain altruistic morality?
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By Jay Budziszewski

Associate Professor, Government and
Philosophy, Univ. of Texas at Austin
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J. Budziszewski,The Real Issue, CLM Ministries 16, 1997






